
Stand with people in 
crisis – give, act, pray
Welcome to Poverty & Homelessness Action Week 2014. Here’s how you 
or your church can join us and make a difference for people in crisis:

Plan and run a church service on Homelessness Sunday (26 January 2014) or 
Poverty Action Sunday (2 February 2014). Use our prayers, preaching notes and other 
ideas in whatever way best suits your style of worship. Some materials are written 
specifically for one Sunday; others can be used at any time. You can use the template 
posters at the end of the pack to tell everyone what you are planning.

Use our DVD or other materials as part of worship to tell a story about the work of Church 
Action on Poverty, Housing Justice and/or Scottish Churches Housing Action (see page 3).

Give out prayer cards to the congregation, and encourage them to follow our online 
prayer calendar through Action Week (use the form at the back of the pack to order cards).

Raise funds to support people in crisis by taking a collection or running a ‘Cup of 
Tea’ appeal (see page 16). There are forms at the end of the pack which you can use 
to allow people to Gift Aid their donations, and to return the money to us.









Contents
2	 Introduction:	speaking	up	for	

the	destitute
3	 The	voice	of	experience:	using	

stories	in	your	worship
4	 The	prayer	calendar
5	 Prayers
8	 Preaching	notes
13	 Responding	creatively
17	 Offertory	and	collections
18	 Activities	for	children
22	 Contact	the	Action	Week	

partners
23	 Sponsors	and	partners
25	 Donations	form
27	 Cup	of	Tea	collection	form
29	 Order	form	for	resources
31 	 Template	poster

Housing Justice

Contents

3	 ???



2
© Poverty & Homelessness Action Week  
Pray, act and give at www.actionweek.org.uk/html/calendar

Housing Justice

Introduction: speaking up for the destitute

Poverty & Homelessness Action Week is the annual opportunity for 
Britain’s churches to show solidarity with people who are pushed to the 
edge of society through poverty or homelessness.

This	year	we	have	turned	to	Proverbs	for	inspiration:	“Speak	up	for	the	rights	of	all	
who	are	destitute”.

There	are	people	who	are	destitute	in	today’s	Britain.		The	phenomenal	growth	
of	foodbanks	has	happened	not	because	there	is	‘infinite	demand	for	free	food,’	
as	Lord	Freud	put	it	last	July	–	but	because	thousands	of	people	have	recognised	
something	needs	to	be	in	place	to	fill	gaps	left	by	our	creaking	benefits	system.		
Without	them,	families	are	starving.

Low	wages,	zero-hours	contracts,	outrageous	interest	charges	by	doorstep	lenders,	
benefits	cuts,	benefits	delays,	‘sanctions’	on	job-seekers	–	all	these	and	more	
contribute	to	a	Britain	where	many	are	locked	out	of	what	the	rest	take	for	granted.		

And	there	are	plenty	who	are	not	destitute,	but	teetering	on	the	edge.		“Just	two	
pay-packets	away	from	homelessness”	is	how	many	feel.

So	from	Homelessness	Sunday	on	26	January	to	Poverty	Action	Sunday	on	2	
February,	we	call	on	churches	across	the	UK	to	stand	alongside	people	in	crisis;	to	
give,	act	and	pray	for	justice.

In	the	Old	Testament,	we	see	an	emphasis	on	social	duties	and	community	
obligations:	the	periodic	jubilee	under	which	property	debts	were	wiped	out;	
the	importance	of	supporting	the	widow	and	her	children,	of	providing	for	the	
stranger	and	the	refugee.		In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	demonstrates	grace	in	the	
stories	of	the	Good	Samaritan	and	the	Prodigal	Son.

These	biblical	approaches	are	a	world	away	from	the	current	fixation	with	driving	
a	wedge	between	the	poor	and	the	comfortable	in	our	land.		Action	Week	is	one	
opportunity	for	churches	to	stand	together	and	speak	up	for	people	in	poverty.

2014	will	be	the	last	Poverty	&	Homelessness	Action	Week	in	its	present	form.	
The	three-way	partnership	between	Housing	Justice,	Church	Action	on	Poverty	
and	Scottish	Churches	Housing	Action	has	achieved	much,	but	we	are	agreed	
that	it	has	not	developed	the	momentum	we	had	anticipated,	and	it	continues	
to	cost	each	organisation	money	to	prepare	and	promote.

Homelessness	Sunday	and	Poverty	Action	Sunday	will	both	continue	from	2015	
onward	–	possibly	moving	to	different	times	of	the	year.	And	co-operation	
between	England,	Wales	and	Scotland	will	remain	a	feature.	Watch	out	for	
news	of	how	this	will	develop.

Meanwhile,	we	thank	everyone	who	has	shown	support	over	the	six	events	
since	we	started	with	‘Opening	Doors,	Opening	Hearts’	in	2008.
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About the Action Week partners

Poverty & Homelessness Action Week is organised by three Christian 
charities. The Week exists to raise awareness of the issues we are 
working on, to tell churches about the vital work we do, and to raise 
funds to enable us to continue standing alongside people in crisis. 

This is the work you are supporting with the money you raise during Action Week:

Church Action on Poverty is an ecumenical Christian social 
justice charity, committed to tackling poverty across the UK. We 
mobilise churches to Give, Act and Pray as part of a movement 
to Close the Gap between rich and poor. We also run grassroots 
programmes in poor communities, which give people a voice and 
enable them to tackle the root causes of poverty.

Find out more at www.church-poverty.org.uk

Housing Justice enables local groups and churches to provide 
practical help to people in housing need. At the same time we work 
for change in housing policies at national and local level. We do this 
by embracing partnership with people of all faiths (and none) who 
share our values of social justice and compassion. 

Find out more at www.housingjustice.org.uk

Scottish Churches Housing Action helps churches and others 
make practical responses to the challenge of homelessness in 
Scotland. We develop local volunteer-based initiatives such as 
starter packs and befriending; we encourage the development 
of affordable housing from redundant or under-used church 
property; we deliver affordable housing; and we work to increase 
understanding of homelessness, and policies that will end it. 

Find out more at www.churches-housing.org

Housing Justice
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The voice of experience:  
using stories in your worship

One of the best way of encouraging congregations to stand alongside 
people who are poor or homeless is to help them to hear the real stories 
of people’s lives. We also want to celebrate the amazing transformations 
that are possible when people get the power to change their situations. 
Here are our guidelines for doing that in your worship service on 
Homelessness Sunday or Poverty Action Sunday.

The Action Week partners have prepared a series of video clips which tell the stories of 
people who experience poverty and homelessness – and which also celebrate the work 
we are doing to stand alongside those people. If you can, please  play one of the clips 
from the Action Week DVD during your service.

Some of the prayers and other resources in this pack are written in response to these 
stories, to help you embed them in your worship service.

You could also invite a speaker to tell a story during your service. This could be either a 
representative of Church Action on Poverty, Housing Justice or Scottish Churches Housing 
Action; or a person with direct personal experience of poverty or homelessness. (This is 
more likely to be practical if your church is already involved in working alongside people in 
these situations.)

If you do choose to invite somebody to speak about their own experience of poverty or 
homelessness, be aware that this can be very difficult for the speaker. The Action Week 
partners can provide resources and advice to help you do this sensitively and support them 
appropriately - contact us using the details at the back of this pack.

Video clips are a great 
way of  
helping 
congregations 
understand the 
reality of poverty and 
homelessness
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The prayer calendar
In addition to planning a worship service, we invite you to follow our 
online ‘prayer calendar’ during Action Week – and to encourage others 
in your congregation to do so too. 

Each day during Action Week, we will post a new entry to the prayer calendar, and send 
out a link to all of our supporters.

Each day’s materials will include: a short video or presentation telling a story from our 
work standing alongside people in poverty or homelessness; a short prayer or prayer 
points; background information on the issues; and ideas for personal action. 

To receive daily prayer calendar updates, just...

Sign up to receive email updates from Action Week at http://s.coop/1srji

Follow Action Week on Twitter: www.twitter.com/phactionweek

‘Like’ Action Week on Facebook: www.facebook.com/phactionweek

The video clips from the prayer calendar are also a great resource to use during your 
service. You can watch them all at www.actionweek.org.uk/calendar, or order them on 
DVD using the form at the back of this pack.

The Action Week prayer card includes a link to the prayer calendar – why not order a 
supply of cards and distribute them in church, so that all the congregation can follow the 
prayer calendar?
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Prayers
Here is a selection of prayers you can choose from to use in your service.

The 2014 Action Week prayer

We give thanks that you meet our daily needs
of food, shelter, companionship.

We pray for those who go hungry and without a 
home.

We will not abandon our neighbours who struggle.
We will not revile them.
We will not blame people for their poverty.
We stand alongside them.

We know that you are with us
as we give, act and pray for justice.

Amen

©	Alison	Gelder.	Used	by	kind	permission.

A prayer of reconciliation

Creator God
We know that we are not perfect.
We read the news and nod
We watch TV and shake our heads
We listen to people on the street and turn away
Always knowing that we should open our hearts
And speak the truth
Question the lies
Challenge the hatred
And show our love.
Your infinite love is always there
And your desire to forgive is infinite
We need to accept your love more 
And learn to cherish your unstinting gift of forgiveness. 

So, we are truly sorry for what we have done
And what we have failed to do.
We seek to act justly, with more love and humility
We want to stand together with our neighbours
Speak out for truth and love
And share the hope you offer with all who are lost
With all who cannot see or believe.

Standing before you, we ask for your forgiveness
And long for your light and your help.

Amen

We have prayer cards 
which feature this prayer, 
with prayer points for 
each day of Action Week 
and a link to the online 
prayer calendar. Why not 
distribute them to your 
congregation? 

You can order a supply 
using the form at the back 
of this pack.
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Intercessions for use on Homelessness Sunday (26 January 2014)

We pray for hope
We hope that those suffering from the effects of sleeping rough, of living in crowded, 
dangerous and dirty conditions, and those parents, children and old people living under the 
daily stresses and deprivations caused by our housing crisis, can be offered release, found 
decent places to live and be given the security and safety that comes with a real home.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We hope that those involved in policies that perpetuate these problems, those who 
profit from the provision of shamefully poor and unsafe homes and those who refuse 
to acknowledge that the problems exist, will open their eyes and begin to change their 
ways for the good.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We pray for the Light of Christ
For Christ’s light to shine in the hearts of all who sell the idea of and have bought into 
the demonising and dismissing of some of the poorest and most vulnerable members of 
our society. Let Christ’s light open their eyes and give them new sight
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

For Christ’s light to shine in the hearts of everyone who spent last night sleeping on the 
street, those who stayed awake fearing that this would soon be their fate, all those who 
slept in cold, damp rooms with no heating, those who lay afraid of their neighbours 
and those who had done without a meal to feed and clothe their children. Give them 
strength and the knowledge that they can put their trust in God and that soon their lives 
will change for the better.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We pray for solidarity
For this community worshiping together today, that we may find the strength and will 
to stand alongside our neighbours in their need, listen to their stories, offer them dignity 
and love and journey with them towards the hope and light we all need.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

For us all as children of God to share that solidarity in our community, so we can help 
those close to the edge before they have lost all hope, before they have lost their home 
and before they become the new targets for the cynics and victims of the demoralising 
process suffered by all who lose their homes.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We pray for change
For change in how we treat those who are marginalised, change in how we plan and 
provide housing, change in the quality and cost of housing that all of our society needs 
and change in the vision and understanding of those involved in every aspect of the 
industry that builds, manages and sells housing in our land.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
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Intercessions for use on Poverty Action Sunday (2 February 2014)

God, we give you thanks for Malachi and all the prophets who spoke your truth 
and looked forward to the dawning of your Kingdom. Grant us their hunger for 
righteousness. Whether we are poor or rich, may our words and our actions shine 
forth with justice and with hope. 
Lord of light

 Hear our prayer

God, we give you thanks for Simeon and Anna – for their steadfastness in prayer, and 
their recognition of your Son as the light of all nations. Grant us their faithfulness. Give 
us the patience to watch and to wait for the signs of your Kingdom. May we learn to 
see the world through your eyes.
Lord of light
Hear our prayer

God, we give you thanks for Mary and Joseph – for their courage in saying ‘yes’ to 
your will. We give you thanks for their love and nurture of your beloved Son, whom 
you entrusted to their care. We give you thanks for all who cared for the Holy Family; 
for those who provided shelter at his birth, for those who offered hospitality as they 
fled as refugees to Egypt. Grant us their generosity. May we recognise and serve your 
Son in those who lack security and shelter today.
Lord of light
Hear our prayer

God, above all we give you thanks for Jesus Christ – present in the face of the poorest, 
present where two or three are gathered in his name, present here today in word 
[and sacrament]. We pray for those among us who share most deeply in his suffering 
– those who, like him, know the insecurity of poverty, homelessness or displacement. 
May we know Christ as the one who suffers with us, who challenges injustice and 
delivers the oppressed. 
Lord of light
Hear our prayer

God, you sent your Holy Spirit... 
upon Malachi and the prophets, so that they might know and speak your truth 
upon the Virgin Mary, that she might bear your word of life
upon Simeon and Anna, that they might see and know Christ as their Lord

We can only do your work in the power of that same Spirit
We can only love if you fill us with your light and love

Silence

So we pray together
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people 
and kindle in us the fire of your love

Loving God
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen
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Preaching notes
Preaching on Homelessness Sunday  
(26 January 2014 – Third Sunday after Epiphany or third Sunday of the 
year)

First reading: Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12–3  (Roman Missal) or Isaiah �:1-4 (Common 
Lectionary) or 1 Kings 1�:�–1�  (Common Worship)

Psalm: 146:6–10 (Roman Missal) or 2�:1,4–� (Common Lectionary) or 36:�–10 
(Common Worship)

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 (Roman Missal) or 1 Corinthians 1:10–1� 
(Common Lectionary) or 1 Corinthians 1:1�–31 (Common Worship)

Gospel: Matthew �:1–12 (Roman Missal) or Matthew 4:12–23 (Common 
Lectionary) or John 2:1–11 (Common Worship)









Because the lectionaries run on a three-year cycle, you can find additional ideas and 
resources in our archive at www.actionweek.org.uk/history.html

Introduction
Today’s readings are about starting anew. There is a new beginning, a new light in 
Isaiah’s text, that is a cause for celebration. This is echoed in the Psalm – “The Lord is our 
light and our help” – and Paul gives the Corinthians a good shake-up, telling them to 
start again, to get back to basics, while Matthew shows us how Jesus reacts to the news 
that John has been arrested. He goes back to the shores of Galilee and begins his Great 
Ministry.

If you have made mistakes, if things have been going badly and you have lost your way, 
don’t worry. Help is at hand. The light of the Lord is with us.

Today, as we examine how, as Christians, we stand alongside people who are homeless 
or badly housed and all who are suffering the effects of poverty in our society, we can 
remember that we will not be doing this alone. Indeed, Christ has gone before us. He is 
with them and it is us who need to get moving. He is calling us and we must follow him.

Setting the context
Even in the richest parts of our country we are not very far away from real poverty.

Westminster, in Central London, has one of the highest concentrations of properties 
worth over a million pounds in the world. The wealthy there enjoy the knowledge that 
their neighbours are Russian oligarchs, Chinese billionaires, wealthy technocrats and the 
Royal Family. But outside their 24-hour concierged entrance halls and high-security front 
doors you will also find the greatest concentration of street-homeless in Britain. People 
pass by soup kitchen queues, driving cars that cost more than the price of the average 
home.

In rural areas and remote islands that are holiday hideaways for some, families struggle 
to keep a roof over their heads.  Young people are forced away for want of a home they 
can afford. The caravan sitting next to an eco-friendly holiday lodge may be the only 
short-term winter let available to a local.

The contrasts are stark, but these are just particularly blatant manifestations of the 
problems we face in the UK today. With thousands of families living in temporary 
accommodation, hundreds of thousands of people living as hidden homeless and 
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millions in truly inadequate and overcrowded conditions, it is often difficult to know 
where to start.

The word ‘destitute’ refers to more than just the physical condition of so many. We can 
be destitute in our hearts and minds, feel abandoned and lost and convinced that there 
is no hope left for us.

But as today’s readings affirm, we cannot lose hope. God, our light, is with us and 
together we can share that light in our neighbourhoods, towns and cities. It is up to 
us to stand alongside those who are facing destitution, to be with them, challenge the 
cynical condemnation they face and share our hope and our love with them.

Reflections on today’s readings
Isaiah’s proclamation marks a point of transition from darkness into light. It proclaims 
new hope and the beginning of better times. He itemises the aspects or signs of that 
new hope through the relief from destitution, the growing of the strength and numbers 
of the population (a true sign of growing prosperity in those times) and the greatly 
improved harvests. He is of course not just talking about physical improvements. The 
vision and attitudes have changed and the spiritual well-being of the people has been 
transformed.

His proclamation is about all of the people, not just the well-off or the powerful. It is all-
inclusive and makes a point of telling us that God has “shattered the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor”.

The psalm follows on in the same vein with a song of joy about the effect that God’s love 
will have on all who accept it.

The transformative nature of God’s love is extraordinary but the singer of this song clearly 
has a great desire to seek this love and be with God at all times. This desire or longing for 
God is so strong it is overwhelming.

That form of rapture is a familiar sight today – think of the Olympics in 2012, or the 
Commonwealth Games coming up in Glasgow. Yet the same level of rapture displayed 
in our churches might bring about a different response to the one reflected in the Psalm. 
It is as if such overpowering love and longing has been both trivialised and stigmatised 
through the connection with popular culture.

Perhaps we have internalised much of those feelings and have learned to keep them 
within our hearts. And perhaps the outward manifestations of these feelings can be 
seen in the passion we display for justice and peace, for solidarity with the people facing 
homelessness and deeply impoverished lives. Certainly, the vision of new life and new 
hope is one to aim for as it heralds the Kingdom of God.

The letter Paul has written is riddled with the sorts of issues we have been reflecting on, 
too. There is the human desire to take centre stage and the inclination to follow those 
who are most charismatic or attractive. There is the easy loss of the core message when 
personality and arrogance take centre stage and the breakdown of cohesion within the 
group when these factions who have already lost the central message begin to disagree 
with the others about whose mistaken thoughts are the best. His punchline – “For the 
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God” – is a good one, too. By perishing, he means those who 
have lost sight of Christ and his Good News.
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Love God with all your body soul and mind, and love your neighbour as yourself. Christ 
had this at the heart of his Good News. They were the commandments that all other 
commandments could be tested against. They can be used to evaluate our own actions, 
and they can be the yardstick for government policies and actions too.

So, with that light and help and with that perspective, we can change the world.

The message Jesus began with as he walked through Galilee was “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven has come near.” A risky thing to do when the previous great proclaimer 
of this had just been carted off to prison by the authorities.

He took this message and the details of his Good News into the streets and onto the 
lake shore where the fishermen, down-and-outs and other thugs were. He took hard 
young men from their boats and travelled the towns and villages with them, preaching 
in synagogues and in market places. But he took the message not just to the people who 
had been ritually cleansed and prepared for God’s Word. He also took it to the unclean, 
the destitute and the homeless. That is what is meant by “healing every disease and 
sickness among the people”.  

And what were these diseases and sicknesses amongst the people? Despite the 
tradition of hospitality rooted in their faith and nomadic origins, the people had  allowed 
more and more of their society to be marginalised. Widows, the sick and infirm, the 
impoverished and those deemed unclean had all been turned away and turned against. 
Those on the edge for other reasons – including the collaborators, criminals and so on 
– were unclean, too, They were all prime candidates for Christ’s healing, which was not 
particularly about being cured. Healing is about making things right, bringing you back 
into a positive state, making your life whole. 

He was with them and was one of them, he heard their stories and saw their lives in full, 
and he is the example we must all try to follow.

As Paul stresses, we are called to get back to basics.

To be with Christ we need to go where he is – with those who have become homeless, 
marginalised, vulnerable, poor and destitute. We need to hear their stories and see both 
their humanity and their Christ-like selves, and be with them.

We can do many practical things, including praying with and for them, sharing and 
offering our help; we can act to make a difference in their lives through the agencies 
and projects near where we live and work, we can contribute to the work and resources 
of these organisations, and we can learn more about the issues and policies affecting 
us and our neighbours; and finally, we can use what we now know to speak openly 
and challenge those who demonise, demean and misrepresent those who are the least 
powerful in our land.

And with Christ’s help, together surely we can begin to heal ourselves and the world we 
live in.
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Preaching on Poverty Action Sunday  
(2 February 2014 – Candlemas)

First reading: Malachi 3:1–�  (Common Worship & Roman Missal)  
or Micah 6:1–� (Common Lectionary)

Psalm: 1� (Common Worship & Roman Missal) or 24 (Common Lectionary)

Second reading: Hebrews 2:14–1� (Common Worship & Roman Missal) or 1 
Corinthians 1:1�–31 (Common Lectionary)

Gospel: Luke 2:22–40 (Common Worship & Roman Missal) or Matthew �:1–12 
(Common Lectionary)









These notes focus on the Old Testament, Psalm and Gospel readings from the Roman 
Missal and the Church of England lectionary. But the readings from the Revised 
Common Lectionary give a very similar message – of God’s presence in those the world 
overlooks and undervalues (1 Corinthians 1:1�–31, Matthew �:1–12) and the call to just 
and loving action (Micah 6.1-�, Psalm 1�).

Because the lectionaries run on a three-year cycle, you can find additional ideas and 
resources in our archive at www.actionweek.org.uk/history.html

Setting the scene
40 days on from Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph took him to the temple. That’s what all 
faithful Jewish parents did with their first-born sons. That is what we remember on this 
feast day (the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, or ‘Candlemas’), which falls 40 days 
after Christmas. 

On this day we read Malachi’s prophecy that “the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to your Temple,” and then in Luke’s Gospel we read of its fulfilment. The ‘candle’ in 
Candlemas comes from the words of Simeon in the Gospel, where he proclaims Jesus as 
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel”. 

The call to social justice as well as personal holiness runs through the whole of scripture.  
It runs through the entire Bible, like letters through a stick of rock. As we dig deeper into 
the story of Candlemas, we find that it has a great deal to say about God’s response to 
poverty and injustice.

The characters 
Let’s begin by looking at the characters in the Candlemas story.

Simeon and Anna are of a great age. Their life has been devoted to watching, waiting 
and praying – activities we undervalue in a society focused entirely on economic 
productivity, and dismissive of anything that doesn’t generate wealth. 

Mary and Joseph also lack wealth and power – Luke underlines this again and again. 
In today’s reading, he tells us that they offer “a pair of doves or two young pigeons”, 
which is the offering made by the poorest mothers, who cannot afford to bring a sheep 
(see Leviticus 12:�). 

At the heart of the story is Jesus. As Malachi’s prophecy is fulfilled, the Lord enters his 
temple, not in pomp and majesty but vulnerable and wordless. We see “the King of 
glory” – the Lord of “the earth and everything in it” (Psalm 24) – in the most vulnerable 
of children. Jesus’ earthly parents struggle to make ends meet, and will soon be forced 
to flee as refugees from persecution (Matthew 2:13–23). We find God’s glory where we 
least expect it. 
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Justice and judgement
 ‘Judgement’ is not a word we like to use. It seems harsh and divisive. But it is at the heart 
of today’s readings. Simeon prophesies that Jesus is “destined for the falling and rising of 
many” and “a sign to be opposed.” Malachi’s tells us that the coming Messiah will be a 
“refining fire” – and the things he will judge include “oppress[ing] the hired workers in 
their wages, the widow, and the orphan” and “thrust[ing] aside the alien.”  

In John 3, Jesus tells us how God’s judgment works. “This is judgement: the light 
has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light.” At 
Candlemas, God places his light – and indeed his very life – in our hands, in the 
vulnerability and need of a child. The state of our hearts is revealed by our response.  
Jesus tells us that he is still in those who lack shelter and security today. Once again, the 
state of our hearts is revealed by our response (Matthew 2�:40,4�).

Living it out…
Whether in the sermon, or in group discussions, invite your congregation to consider 
these questions:

How do we shine a light on injustice and exploitation – and see the world as 
it really is?

A growing chorus in the media invite the wider society to blame the poorest and most 
vulnerable for their fate – and opinion polls suggest public opinion is hardening against 
them, at the time when they are under greatest pressure from unemployment, welfare 
cuts and predatory payday lenders. 

Today’s readings speak of the dignity of the poorest, and the central place they have in 
the purposes of God. They also speak of God’s anger at injustice and exploitation.

How much do people in your congregation know about the experience of the poorest 
in society? Do they know from experience and face-to-face encounter – or only through 
the stereotypes in the media? What can your church do to find out more about what 
their lives are really like?

This	would	be	a	good	point	at	which	to	play	the	Church	Action	on	Poverty	video	
on	our	work	challenging	the	stigmatisation	of	those	who	live	in	poverty

What does it mean to be a church OF as well as FOR the poor?

The poor are not just people who ‘need help’. From the Exodus onwards, they are 
agents of God’s transforming work. That’s what we see in the story of Candlemas. Here 
again, the poorest and most marginalised are placed at the centre of God’s story. This 
remains true today. The campaign for a Living Wage is a good example: it isn’t just 
for the poor. It began in churches, mosques and other community groups in some of 
England’s poorest neighbourhoods.

How can we place the voice and experience of the poorest citizens at the centre of the 
church’s life – locally and nationally?

This	would	be	a	good	point	at	which	to	play	the	Church	Action	on	Poverty	video	on	
how	the	poorest	communities	are	mobilising	to	challenge	the	‘Poverty	Premium’.
©	Angus	Ritchie,	2013.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Responding creatively
Here are some ideas for drama and other creative responses to our 
theme and the lectionary readings.

Relocation: a Homelessness Sunday activity for the whole congregation

The housing crisis we face, along with the issues resulting from the changes in the 
benefits system and the troubling changes in the public’s attitude towards benefit 
recipients, can come together to present us with a problem that is too complex and 
difficult for us to get to grips with.

For this action exploring some of the issues, you will need a large number of slips of 
paper (quarter A4 is good), each with a letter either printed on or written on them using 
a thick marker pen. For most congregations nine letters are needed – from A to I. Smaller 
congregations may need fewer (see below). 

As people come into church, give each one a slip (letters randomly distributed) and ask 
them to keep it with them.

At the selected time for the activity, assign a small team to stick letters on the end of 
benches, designating groups of benches by a particular letter (i.e. the first four rows on 
the left as A and on the right as B, etc) while the leader of the activity gives the following 
announcement. This should be done so that the first four letters are given two thirds of 
the benches, the next two letters are given most of the rest, and the final two letters are 
allocated just one bench each. Letter “I” should not have a bench.

Today	we	have	been	reflecting	on	issues	to	do	with	homelessness	and	housing	
and	the	effects	of	the	benefits	changes	on	housing	provision.
It	is	known	that	people	are	being	forced	to	move	from	their	homes	as	rents	
rise	and	housing	benefits	are	being	cut.	We	know	that	some	are	being	moved	
not	just	to	other	parts	of	their	home	town,	but	to	cities	tens	or	hundreds	of	
miles	away.	We	know	that	people	are	losing	security	of	tenure	so	that	they	
can	no	longer	live	for	more	than	six	months	at	a	time	in	any	home	they	find.	
And	we	know	that	people	are	finding	themselves	homeless	and	left	to	fend	for	
themselves	on	the	streets.
We	want	to	stand	in	solidarity	with	these	people,	and	yet	we	may	find	it	hard	to	
understand	their	plight.	Indeed,	some	of	us	might	even	be	ambivalent	towards	
their	situation	and	share	some	of	the	views	expressed	about	them	in	the	papers	
and	by	some	politicians.
As	Christians	we	need	to	reflect	hard	on	such	issues,	and	ask	ourselves	what	
we	should	do;	should	we,	as	Paul	advises,	get	back	to	basics?	Perhaps	we	need	
to	make	the	effort	to	put	ourselves	in	the	shoes	of	those	very	people	we	are	
thinking	about	before	we	ask	ourselves	how	we	should	react	to	their	plight....
But	how	can	we	do	that	here	and	now?
Well,	here	is	what	we	will	do.
Has	everyone	been	given	a	slip	of	paper	with	a	letter	on	it?
Hands	up	those	with	no	slip:	everyone	needs	one.	(Ask	the	team	to	hand	out	
more	if	necessary)
These	slips	have	been	randomly	handed	out.	
No	one	has	been	given	a	specific	letter	deliberately,	so	what	happens	now	is	not	
the	fault	of	the	person	who	gave	you	the	slip	and	it	is	not	your	fault	either.	It	is	
just	the	way	the	system	has	been	designed.
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We	would	now	ask	everyone	to	look	at	their	slip	and	then	vacate	their	place	
and	re-locate	themselves	to	a	pew	with	their	personal	letter	marked	on	it.	You	
will	find	the	letters	at	the	ends	of	each	pew.	Sorry	if	this	is	inconvenient.	We	will	
assist	those	who	have	trouble	moving.	If	you	are	a	family	with	a	range	of	letters	
perhaps	you	can	negotiate	with	others	-	please	make	up	your	own	minds	how	
you	sort	yourselves	out	but	we	aim	to	have	the	move	completed	in	the	next	five	
minutes.	
Thank	you.

Chaos is about to be experienced by all. People will get cross and some may become up-
set or refuse to take part. Some may find it amusing.

At the end of five minutes, if things are still in chaos, call the congregation together and 
ask them to make their way to a pew – any pew they wish – and tell them you will now 
take a few minutes to reflect on the exercise. Settling them down may take time.

You can run the reflection as either a Q&A session, or give a summary then invite 
comments. The points you want to make are as follows.

The experiences different people had were a reflection of the way the benches were 
distributed. It was simply the luck of the draw, but this is how many things work, and 
it is how many people end up suffering the injustices and inequalities in our society. If 
you have not experienced this sort of random misfortune, please take time to reflect 
on it. There are people who have lost their benefits for up to six weeks as a result 
of that sort of misfortune. People have lost their homes that way, too. (Examples 
– landlords deciding that benefit recipients are too risky and terminating their lease 
despite the fact that they have been good tenants and are not at risk of defaulting on 
their rent. A buy-to-let landlord loses his job and has to sell his property but does not 
let you know until the sale is going through.)

Yes, some people had a range of pews to choose from and some didn’t even need 
to move, while others had to move to the other side of the church, and some didn’t 
have any pews to go to at all. Common experiences in our housing and benefits 
worlds. Bedroom tax is being charged to people who have nowhere else to go, so 
they are punished for having more rooms, and punished because the authorities who 
are responsible for providing alternative accommodation cannot do so. People are 
being moved from London to Manchester with no alternative choice offered, or they 
are being forced into homes too small for them because of benefit cuts or changes 
in the rules regarding rooms and family sizes. And, of course, people are being made 
homeless.

Some families and groups had different letters and were being forced to separate, and 
some didn’t have pews to go to or could not find room on the crowded pews.  This 
is happening to different types of families. Bedroom tax means that a grown-up child 
who cannot afford to live elsewhere is being made homeless while the parents end 
up paying the bedroom tax anyway. (Of course the homeless child then costs the 
benefit system a lot more to house, etc.)

Some people refused to co-operate and stayed where they were, and others tried to 
negotiate with neighbours. There are a huge number of people who are in conflict 
with local authorities and government agencies over these issues. Many will not win 
and may be fined, put in prison or be made homeless anyway. The barter system 
with housing is a key element in allowing people to move from large to small or small 
to large properties but the demand is huge and the opportunities to exchange few 
mainly because of massive mismatches and very limited stock. 
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We need to spend time talking with each other, thinking about this. For us it was only a 
congregation in a church and it only lasted a few minutes, but how disruptive was this? 
How difficult? How upsetting and confusing? How did it feel to be suddenly powerless 
and feel that you were being coerced into moving somewhere you did not want to 
go? What was it like to feel your family was being pulled apart? Was it fair to be crushed 
into a single pew when others had lots of room, and what did it feel like to be without 
a pew? And if you had lots of room, how did you feel? Were you glad to see others 
struggling for space?

We need to reflect personally on these and discuss our feelings with our neighbours and 
friends.

Changes, moves and restrictions are not just simple, practical economic decisions that 
can be made on another person’s behalf without considering their impact on that 
person and their family, friends, etc. If moving pews is painfully disruptive, moving homes, 
families and lives must be so much more painful. The loss of control and dignity must be 
catastrophic at times.

And if this sort of experience is hard on an adult, what will it be like for their children?

Action and meditation

Invite	each	person	present	to	light	a	candle	and	to	hold	it	while	a	reader	says:

Look at your candle – this fragile light now placed within your hands.
First of all, it shines with a warm glow. 
It lights up our faces.
But even the smallest flame can be dangerous.
Candles light up things we’d rather hide.
They show us what’s been going on in the dark.
And a small candle can start a very big fire.
The Bible tells us God’s love is like a flame.
It is vulnerable, for in Jesus, God has placed his life in your hands -
not only that day in the Temple, but here and now,  

in every human being who stands in need 
The Bible also tells us that God’s love is disturbing
It shines on the things we’d rather keep hidden.
It includes the people we’d rather keep out.
It shows the state of our hearts – our indifference and our selfishness  

as well as our generosity.
The Good News is that God’s love can also change our hearts.
It is a refining fire, burning away injustice, and warms our hearts to love.
For centuries, Christians have prayed:

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
And kindle in us the fire of your love.

It’s a simple prayer, but also a dangerous one.
It will change our lives.
Only pray it if you mean it.
God answers prayer.
©	Angus	Ritchie,	2013.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Act to Close the Gap on Poverty Action Sunday

Church Action on Poverty regularly produces action 
postcards, targeting MPs and others with calls for action to 
tackle poverty and inequality. As part of your service, you 
could distribute copies of the latest postcard  to members 
of the congregation. Invite them to complete the cards and 
post them in. (Even better, you could maximise the response 
rate by supplying pens and asking people to hand in their 
completed cards during the notices!)
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Offertory and collections
Part of the aim of Action Week is to get churches involved alongside 
the Action Week partners (Church Action on Poverty, Housing Justice 
and Scottish Churches Housing Action) in tackling poverty and 
homelessness. For that purpose, we ask you to include a collection as 
part of your service.

How to raise funds

There are two simple ways of doing this:

Donate the proceeds of your usual collection.

Hold a ‘Cup of Tea’ collection by asking people to donate £1 for a cup of 
tea or coffee after the service.

Whichever method you choose, you can use the fundraising resources 
we’ve supplied at the end of this pack to maximise your impact. There’s 
a form which members of the congregation can use to make Gift Aid 
declarations and increase the value of their donation. And there’s a 
submission form you can use to return your donations to us, so that we can 
record it and send you a thankyou certificate to display in church.

The difference you can make

Action Week is your opportunity to make a difference. Through giving, action and 
prayer, you can join us in standing alongside people living with poverty, homelessness 
and bad housing.

We need you to communicate that message to the rest of your congregation. Please 
include in your service a story which highlights how your church can stand alongside 
people in crisis through your giving, action and prayer. The video clips from the Action 
Week prayer calendar or DVD are ideal for this purpose – see page 3 for more ideas on 
how to use them in your worship.

If you wish, you could also ask the Action Week partners to supply extra publicity 
materials about our work – or even invite us to send a speaker or preacher to your 
service. Contact details for all of the partners are listed at the end of this document.
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Activities for children
The counting tree

Objective
To explore why we all matter, and to express our conviction that everyone in our 
community should be included, regardless of their circumstances and status.

Materials required
Either a large branch set in a deep pot of earth or sand in order to make it look like a 
tree, or a large board with a picture of a tree (this can be simply drawn or use a poster 
if you have one)

Paper leaves (using the template overleaf) and pens

Pins, sticky tape or blu-tak

Activity 
Read	this	story	to	the	children.

One	day,	when	the	sun	was	hidden	by	the	clouds,	the	great	tree	standing	
in	the	middle	of	the	forest	felt	a	little	tickle	in	one	of	its	lower	branches	so	it	
rustled	and	shook	a	little	in	the	breeze	...	but	the	tickle	was	still	there.	So	it	
asked	in	its	deep,	old	voice,	“Who	is	tickling	me	down	there	in	one	of	my	low,	
low	branches?”

A	little	voice	squeaked,	“It’s	only	me.”	And	then	the	tree	noticed	it	was	one	of	
its	own	leaves.

“What’s	going	on?”	asked	the	tree,	“are	you	not	feeling	well?”

“Oh,	I	think	I	am	all	right.”	said	the	leaf,	“But	I	was	just	wondering.”

“You	were	wondering?	That’s	nice.”	said	the	tree.

“Yes,”	squeaked	the	leaf,	“I	was	wondering	why	I	am	down	here	in	the	
shade	while	some	of	my	friends	are	way,	way	up	in	the	top	of	your	highest	
branches.”

“Really?	And	why	should	you	be	wondering	about	that?”	boomed	the	
enormous	tree.

“Because	I	am	often	very	cold	down	here	and	I	never	seem	to	get	much	
sun	while	my	friends	are	happy	and	bright	waving	about	in	the	sunshine.	It	
doesn’t	seem	very	fair	to	me.”

“But	are	you	not	comfortable	down	there?	I	mean,	you	are	not	being	
overworked,	are	you?”

“No,	just	a	bit	sad	to	be	low	down.	What	good	am	I	down	here?”

The	old	tree	pondered	this	for	a	few	minutes	then	shook	all	its	branches	
gently	but	firmly.

“Listen	up,	my	pretty	leaves.	One	of	your	friends	has	asked	me	a	very	
interesting	question	and	I	want	you	all	to	hear	the	answer.”

All	of	the	leaves	became	very	quiet	as	they	stopped	rustling	to	hear	what	their	
tree	had	to	say.
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“I	am	the	tree.”	It	started,	“and	you	are	all	my	leaves.	Every	one	of	you	is	
important	to	me	and	I	need	you	all.	Without	you	I	might	die,	so	you	are	all	
special.	Some	of	you	are	high	up	and	see	the	sun	all	day,	and	some	are	in	
the	shade.	The	ones	in	the	sun	may	fade	and	die	early,	but	they	will	have	
captured	all	of	that	precious	strong	sunshine.	Others	lying	lower	will	stay	
longer	and	capture	the	last	warm	rays	of	sunshine	before	autumn	finally	
arrives.	From	the	first	to	the	last	leaf	you	will	have	all	done	a	wonderful	job,	
so	please	know	that	I	love	every	one	of	you	and	that	you	are	all	precious	to	
me.	Each	of	you	has	a	particular	job	to	do	and	you	do	it	very	well.	Thank	you,	
leaves!”

The	tree	fell	silent	and	the	little	leaf	at	the	bottom	rustled	a	little	bit	and	then	
said	“thank	you”,	too.	It	now	knew	that	it	was	just	as	important	as	the	ones	
high	up	in	the	sunshine	and	that	it	shared	a	great	responsibility	with	all	of	its	
friends	on	every	branch	of	the	tree.

Talk to the children about how we are all special to God, too. We are all different 
because God made us that way. The world we live in might have all sorts of problems 
and there might be people who think they are more important than anyone else, but in 
God’s eyes we are all equally important. 

Ask them why God might think that they are special. Ask them what is special about their 
friends and family and try to encourage them to see that everyone has something of 
value to offer society. 

Everyone counts in some way; not just in God’s eyes but in our eyes too.

Now give out the leaf shapes and the pens, and ask them to write their names on their 
leaves and say why they matter. They can draw what makes them special in God’s eyes 
or in the eyes of their friends or family. They can draw their friends, too.

After everyone has done their leaf (or leaves) take them in procession into the main body 
of the church, and get them to attach their leaves to the tree.

Conclusion
Once everyone who wishes to has added their leaves to the tree, the leader can offer a 
prayer based on the response of the community and the sentiments expressed on the 
tree. 
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I am  
__________________

 
I matter because:
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A prayer for young people

Divide into two equal groups and take turns saying verses of the prayer together:

 Caring Father, you ask us to love our neighbours but we turn our backs on them and 
close our ears to their suffering.

 Help us see the truth around us, recognise what needs to be done, and have the 
courage to act in your name.

 Amen

Loving Jesus, you walked among us and witnessed the suffering that human beings 
inflict on each other. You saw all of this and then became a victim of human cruelty 
and hatred.

Help us step forward with love in our hearts, offering justice and peace to all 

who find themselves powerless victims in an uncaring world.

Amen

Holy Spirit, bringer of wisdom and inspiration, you watch as people perform acts of 
oppression and hatred based on ignorance, boredom and a fear of all that is different.

Open our hearts and our minds to your enlightened vision. Help us rejoice in the 
richness of diversity, become ever eager to learn and understand and always want to 
stand with and support those who are abused and oppressed by others.

Amen

Alternatively, divide into two equal groups and say together: 

Loving God, we pray that the riches we enjoy will be fully shared with all so 
that there will always be:

Good homes for all, regardless of who they are and what they earn.
For good homes, God, we pray.

Enough good food, so that no one goes hungry or suffers without proper 
nourishment.
For good food, God, we pray. 

Freedom from oppression and from acts of hatred and violence suffered each day by 
the weak and the vulnerable.
For freedom from oppression, God, we pray.

Understanding, caring and love so that our society grows in justice, heals its wounds 
of division and brings dignity into everyone’s lives.
For understanding, caring and love, God, we pray. 

Hope and a sharing of peace that gives people the strength to keep going and faith 
to know that all will be well.
For hope and peace, God, we pray.

Alone, each voice and action is weak, but together our voices will be heard and 
listened to, and our actions will help change the world. Loving Creator, you 
made all things good. Help us to see that good in everyone and everything, 
and help the good in our hearts lighten even the darkest corner of despair and 
fear in our world. Together with you, we can make a difference! 
Amen
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Dale House, 3� Dale Street,  
Manchester  M1 2HF 
0161 236 �321 
info@church-poverty.org.uk 
www.church-poverty.org.uk 
Registered charity number: 10����6

South London Mission, Central Hall,  
2�6 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 
3UJ 
020 3�44 �0�4  
info@housingjustice.org.uk 
www.housingjustice.org.uk 
Registered charity number: 2�4666

44 Hanover St, Edinburgh EH2 2DR 
0131 4�� 4�00 
info@churches-housing.org 
www.churches-housing.org 
Registered charity: SC022214

Housing Justice

Contact the Action Week partners
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Sponsors and partners

 
Christian Aid 
www.christianaid.org.uk

 
Green Pastures 
http://greenpastures.net

 
Keniston Housing Association 
www.kenistonha.co.uk

 
Quaker Housing Trust 
www.qht.org.uk

 
The Salvation Army 
www.salvationarmy.org.uk

 
Triodos Bank 
www.triodos.com

 
The United Reformed Church 
www.urc.org.uk/what_we_do/mis-
sion/vision2020

The Action Week partnership would like to thank our partners and 
sponsoring organisations, who make Poverty & Homelessness Action 
Week possible by providing financial and practical support:



donations form
Use this form to increase the value of donations made at 
your Cup of Tea appeal, or any other fundraising event.

Whether you raise £2, £20 or £200, every pound you raise will help 
transform the lives of people experiencing poverty and homelessness. To 
help us get even more from your donations, please ask all the donors to 
read the Gift Aid statement and tick the box on the form below.

Church or group:  _________________

Contact name:  ___________________

Address:  ________________________

________________________________

________________________________

The Action Week partners need the information requested below in order to receive an extra 2�p for every 
£1 given, at no extra cost to you. All you need to do is check that your donors agree with the Gift Aid 
declaration* overleaf and ensure that they fill out all the boxes below.

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

     Total £ .    
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Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

     Total £ .    

Please	return	all	completed	forms	together	with	a	cheque,	payable	to	’Poverty	&	Homelessness	Action	Week’,	to:

Church Action on Poverty, Dale House, 35 Dale Street, Manchester M1 2HF (Registered charity no 1079986)
or

South London Mission, Central Hall, 256 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3UJ (Registered charity no 294666)

* Gift Aid declaration
Make your gift worth 2� per cent more, at no cost to you.
I want all donations made to the Action Week partnership in the past four years, and any donations  
I make in the future, to be Gift Aided until I notify you otherwise. 
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year (6 April to � April) that is at 
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you donate to will reclaim on 
your gifts for that tax year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.



OR

“Come in – have a cup of tea!”  
A phrase of welcome, hospitality  
and solidarity

On Homelessness Sunday or Poverty Action Sunday 2014, 
your church can make a real difference.
Homelessness Sunday is 26 January 2014. Poverty Action Sunday is 2 
February 2014. On one of these days, we invite church members and 
their friends to share a cup of tea or coffee and make a small donation (we 
suggest £1 per cup) to the work of Church Action on Poverty and Housing 
Justice. Fairtrade preferred!
All funds raised will be used to support grassroots projects and national 
campaigns, challenging the demonisation of people experiencing poverty 
and homelessness. 

Please support us on Homelessness Sunday or Poverty 
Action Sunday in 2014. 

For worship resources and our special 
prayer calendar, visit  
www.actionweek.org.uk

We held a collection in Poverty & Homelessness Action Week 
2014, and raised £_____________ 

Name of contact (please print):   ________________________

Name of church (please print):  _________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

____________________________ Postcode:  ________________

Signed:  ____________________ Date:  ____________________
Please make cheques payable to Poverty & Homelessness Action Week,  
and return this form to:

Dale House, 35 Dale Street, 
Manchester M1 2HF 
Registered charity no 1079986

South London Mission, 
Central Hall, 256 Bermondsey 
Street, London SE1 3UJ 
Registered charity no 294666Housing Justice





Order form for resources  
for 2014

Use this form to request any additional resources you need for your service. 
Remember, you can download all these resources at www.actionweek.org.uk!

	 Bumper	packs	@	£20		
(worship	guide,	DVD	of	video	clips,	50	prayer	cards,	50	donation	envelopes,	five	posters)		

	 Standard	packs	@	£10		
(worship	guide,	DVD,	prayer	card,	poster)	

	 Worship	guides	@	£2.50		
(service	ideas	for	Homelessness	Sunday	and	Poverty	Action	Sunday,	prayer	card,	poster)

	 DVDs	@	£5.00	

	 Packs	of	50	prayer	cards	and	50	donation	envelopes	@	£5.50		

	 Packs	of	five	A3	posters	@	£3.50		

	 Single	A3	posters	@	£1.00	

I enclose a donation of £  for the organisers of Action Week.

I want all donations made to the Action Week organisers in the past four years, 
and any donations I make in the future, to be Gift Aided until I notify you 
otherwise. To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year (6 April 
to � April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you 

donate to will reclaim on your gifts for that tax year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Total amount enclosed: £ 

Please	note	that	some	resources	may	not	be	available	until	October	2013,	and	allow	14	days	for	delivery.

Name and delivery address

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Postcode

Telephone   Email  
 
Denomination  Church or organisation 

I enclose a cheque payable to 'Poverty and Homelessness Action Week'

I would like to pay by credit or debit card (Visa, Delta, CAFcard or Mastercard only) 

Card number     

Security number (last three digits on back of card)   

Start date /  Expiry date /    

Issue number (if any)    Signature  

Card-holder name and address (if different from delivery address) 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Postcode

Return your completed order form to one of the Action Week partners: 
Church	Action	on	Poverty,	Dale	House,	35	Dale	Street,	Manchester	M1	2HF	
Housing	Justice,	South	London	Mission,	Central	Hall,	256	Bermondsey	Street,	London	SE1	3UJ
Scottish	Churches	Housing	Action,	44	Hanover	St,	Edinburgh	EH2	2DR	













Standing with people in crisis –  
give, act, pray

25 January – 2 February 2014

Speak up for the 
rights of all who 
are destitute 
Proverbs 31:�

Housing Justice

Follow the prayer calendar through the week at 

www.actionweek.org.uk

Local event details

Housing Justice




